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Dear Tia,

On Thursday, March 29, the Arts and Humanities 1 Panel of the ASC Curriculum Committee reviewed
requests for Somali 1101.02 and 1102.02 (100% distance learning versions of 1101.01 and 1102.01,
existing courses with GE Foreign Language).

The Panel unanimously approved the courses with a number of comments and questions. Please
find below the feedback of the Panel. You will see that several comments are either identical or
similar for both courses. For the most part, the changes can be made on the syllabi when the
courses are taught next. However, | am highlighting those points that require a response now before
the two courses are advanced.

Somali 1101.02:
e Form in curriculum.osu.edu:
o Adjust title so that students understand how this course differs from .01 (for example,
by adding “distance learning” [or something similar] at the end of the title)
o Uncheck “greater or equal to 50% at a distance” since this course is being submitted
for 100% distance learning delivery.
o The exclusions should be electronically enforced.
e On both the in-class and the distance learning syllabus, the GE goals and expected learning
outcomes (ELOs) are outdated. They were updated at the time of semester conversion. Use

exactly this wording https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/ge-goals-and-learning-

outcomes#Foreign%20Language
e What are the discussion board posts? Are they in English or in Somali? If the latter, how do

students have written conversations when they learn the basics of the language?

e What are the expectations for participation? Do discussion posts account for all of the
participation grade?

e Trip to Somali restaurant: What happens if students live far away (even in a different state)?

¢ Add information on necessary software (Microsoft Office 265 ProPlus)—like on the syllabus
for 1102.02.

e Once the online version of Somali 1103 is submitted, the Panel will look more attentively at
the GE assessment plan (since it is assumed that the GE expected learning outcomes are most
often assessed once students finish the third course). There are several inaccuracies in the
plan submitted at this point & it also should be more detailed. Amongst the inaccuracies are:
(1) This course is not approved for “Social Diversity GE (level 1)”. Such a GE category does not
exist. (2) SEls can never be used for GE ELO assessment since not a single question pertains to
the fulfillment of the GE ELOs. An assessment plan for German 1000-level language courses is
provided as an example.
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GE assessment plan for 1000-level German language classes. The following table
will be completed to show how the instructor assesses the three expected learning
outcomes listed on the syllabus. The appendix provides specific examples for each
assessment method we will use.

GE Expected Methods of Level of student What is the
Learning Assessment achievement process that will
Outcomes *Direct methods | expected for the be used to
are required. GE ELO. review the data
Additional Indirect (i.e. define and propose
methods are percentage of modifications, if
encouraged. students necessary,
achieving a related to the GE
specified score) expected
learning
outcomes?
ELO1
Students employ DIRECT: The 80% of students | The Language
communicative reading and are expected to Program Director

skills (e.g.
speaking, listening,
reading, and/or
writing) in a
language other
than their native
language.

listening sections
in the final exam;
writing and
grammar sections
on the final exam;
Speaking portfolio
(audio and video
recorded
monologues and
dialogues)
(Appendix A)

INDIRECT:
Student self-
evaluations (“can-
do-statement”) of
their speaking,
listening, reading,
and writing
abilities included
in the tests and
final exam.
(Appendix B)

score 80% on
each exam
section measured
for this outcome

and language
coordinator review
the data and
make the
necessary
adjustments.






ELO 2

Students describe
and analyze the
cultural contexts
and manifestations
of the peoples who
speak the
language that they
are studying.

DIRECT:
Questions on
chapter tests and
the final exam
asking to describe
and analyze the
cultural contexts
and
manifestations of
people from
German-speaking
countries.
(Appendix C)

INDIRECT:
Students
complete a self-
evaluation in the
form of a “can-do-
statement” in
which they self-
assess their
ability to describe
and analyze the
cultural contexts
and
manifestations of
the German
speaking-
countries people.
(Appendix D)

DIRECT: 80% of
students are
expected to score
80% or higher on
this assignment.

INDIRECT: 80%
of students are
expected to
respond with
either “agree” or
“strongly agree”
to each question
of the survey.

ELO 3

Students compare
and contrast the
cultures and
communities of the
language that they
are studying with
their own.

DIRECT:
Questions on
chapter tests and
final exam asking
students to
compare and
contrast the
cultures and
communities of
German speaking
—countries with

DIRECT: 80% of
students are
expected to score
80% or higher on
this assignment.

INDIRECT: 80%

The Language
Program Director
and language
coordinator review
the data and
make the
necessary
adjustments.

The Language
Program Director
and language
coordinator review
the data and
make the
necessary
adjustments.






their own. of students are
expected to
INDIRECT: respond with
Students either “agree” or
complete a self- “strongly agree”

evaluation in the | to each question
form of a “can-do- | of the survey.
statement” in
which they self-
assess their
ability to compare
and contrast the
cultures and
communities of
the German-
speaking
countries people
with their own.
(Appendix D)

*Direct Methods assess student performance related to the expected learning
outcomes. Examples of direct assessments are course-embedded questions;
pre/post test; standardized exams; portfolio evaluation; videotape/audiotape of
performance; rubric-based evaluation of student work.

*Indirect Methods assess opinions or thoughts about student knowledge, skills,
attitudes, learning experiences, and perceptions. Examples of indirect measures are
student surveys about instruction; focus groups; student self-evaluations.





Appendix A

Sample of Direct Measure for Speaking for EOL 1 (Speaking Portfolio: Speaking Activity
2)

Speaking Activity 2

For this part of your speaking portfolio, you will meet with a native speaker of

German and practice speaking for a minimum of 10-15 minutes.

Topic

A. Begin a conversation by getting to know your speaking partner. Find out as much
information about your partner as possible (for example, name, where they're from,

profession, hobbies, what type of music they like, etc.).

B. Find out about higher education in Germany and details about studying at a

German university: who is being a student in Germany different than in the US?

C. You will then listen to your recorded conversation and complete the Reflection

Worksheet (“can-do evaluation”).






:Conversation-TaIkAbroad-Assessment 1103 (1) Q1

Criteria Ratings Pts
Task Completion 5 pts 4 pts 3 pts 2 pts QO pts
Use of Redemittel (expressions/ terms of Superior Task Partial Partial task was
speech); Use of grammatical structures completion of completed, completion of completion of not

. the task; Talked talk about the task; the task; completed!
appropriate to level; Use of cultural knowledge ) P 5 pts
. tevel Fulfil X a minimum of 10 between 9-5 talked less talked less
. ¢ . " . .
appropriate to jevel, FUllls speaking minutes! minutes! than 5 that 3 minutes
assignment/ considers all aspects of speaking minutes
prompt
Interactive behavior: Engaged in the
conversation; show active listenership; use of
X X 5 pts 4 pts 3 pts 2 pts 0 pts
strategies to solve problems in language and P P P P P
Exceeds Meets Meets some meets little does not meet 5 pts
content related understandings ) . P
expectations expectations expectations expectations expectations

production of consonants and vowels similar
to models practiced
Fluency: Turn-taking and flow of conversation 5 pts 4 pts 3pts 2pts 0 pts
{relatively equal participation in the Exceeds meets Meets some meets little does not meet

conversation): comprehensible; appropriate expectations expectations expectations expectations expectations;

- Incomprehensible;
level of grammar and pronunciation
Partner could not 5 pts

understand due to
poor grammar
and/or poor
pronunciation

Total Points: 15

Appendix B

Sample of Indirect Measure for Speaking for EOL 1 (Speaking Portfolio: Speaking
Activity 2)

Self-assessment/can-do-description

After finishing your conversation with your speaking partner, listen to your conversation
and complete the following self-assessment form reflecting on your recorded
conversation.

I can talk about myself (where I'm from, where my Strongly agree Agree Disagree
family is from, what do I do, etc.) H O

[
I can talk about my interests and hobbies Strongly agree Agree Disagree

O O
O






I can talk about what I like and what I dislike Strongly agree Agree Disagree
O O
O
I can talk about my life as a student at an American | Strongly agree Agree Disagree
university O O
O
I can talk about my hometown Strongly agree Agree Disagree
O O
O
I can ask others about them and their family Strongly agree Agree Disagree
O O
O
I can ask others about their hobbies and interests Strongly agree Agree Disagree
O O
O
I can ask others about their life as a student Strongly agree Agree Disagree
O O
O
I can ask others about their hometown Strongly agree Agree Disagree
O O
O
I can react to the information/response I receive Strongly agree Agree Disagree
O O
O
I can answer the questions well Strongly agree Agree Disagree
O O
O
I learned something new about German speaking Strongly agree Agree Disagree
culture O O

O






Appendix C

Sample of Direct Measure for EOL 2 (Embedded culture question on a test). Students
are asked to choose the appropriate cultural contexts for the usage of “Sie” (formal you)
and “du” (informal you) in the German speaking-countries.

Du oder Sie? In welchen Situationen benutzt man Du oder Sie? Kreuzen Sie an. (10
Punkte) Du or Sie? In which one of the situations would you use Du or Sie?. (10 points)

Situation Du Sie Beides
Infor Formal | Both
mal you

you

Sie sprechen mit einem Professor nach einem Seminar.

You’re talking with a professor after a seminar.

Sie sind in der Sprechstunde beim Arzt.

At a doctor’s appointment

Sie sprechen mit einem Kind im Supermarkt.

You’re at a grocery store talking to a child.

Sie machen eine Partnerarbeit im Deutschkurs.

You’re working with a partner in your German class.

Sie treffen Angela Merkel in einem Museum.

You meet Angela Merkel in a museum.

Ein Verkaufer oder ein Kellner spricht Sie mit ,,Du” an.

A salesperson or a server addresses you with the informal ,,you*.

Ihre Chefin und Ihre Kollegen sprechen Sie mit ,,Du” an.

Your boss or colleagues address you with the informal ,,you**.






Appendix D

Sample of Indirect Measure for EOLs 1, 2 and 3. The survey below is given to students
at the end of the semester.

Please select the responses that best reflect your experience in this course.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

As aresult of this
course, I.....

...have improved my
skills in speaking,
listening to, reading, and
writing German.

...can describe and
analyze aspects of
German-speaking
culture and life

...have compared and
contrasted German-
speaking communities
and aspects of German-
speaking culture with my
own culture and
community.

Please feel free to explain your answers:






		Du oder Sie? In welchen Situationen benutzt man Du oder Sie? Kreuzen Sie an.  (10 Punkte) Du or Sie? In which one of the situations would you use Du or Sie?. (10 points)




Somali 1102.02:

e Form in curriculum.osu.edu:

o Adjust title so that students understand how this course differs from .01 (for example,
by adding “distance learning” [or something similar] at the end of the title)

o Uncheck “greater or equal to 50% at a distance” since this course is being submitted
for 100% distance learning delivery.

e On the distance learning syllabus, the GE goals and expected learning outcomes (ELOs) are
outdated. They were updated at the time of semester conversion. Use exactly this wording
https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/ge-goals-and-learning-outcomes#Foreign%20Language .
On the in-class syllabus, the GE ELOs are left out altogether. (Also, p. 1 of the in-class syllabus
mentions the GEC. The GEC has not been used since before semester conversion.)

e What are the discussion board posts? Are they in English or in Somali? If the latter, how do
students have written conversations when they are still learning the basics of the language?

e What are the expectations for participation? Do discussion posts account for all of the
participation grade?

e Trip to Somali restaurant: What happens if students live far away (even in a different state)?

e P.7:Consider removing the trigger warning since it is unlikely that scenes depicting violence,
acts of war, or sexual violence are included in a basic language course. Also, in an online
environment, one cannot leave the “classroom to take a water/bathroom break.” In sum, the
warning does not seem appropriate in this case.

e P.7:There are two disability statements. Remove the second statement.

e P. 8: The mental health statement refers to the College of Pharmacy. The College of ASC
would not ask students to go to the office of student services of another college. If you wish
to use a mental health statement, please use the one recommended by the College of ASC (p.
14)

the GE assessment plan (since it is assumed that the GE expected learning outcomes are most
often assessed once students finish the third course). There are several inaccuracies in the
plan submitted at this point & it also should be more detailed. Amongst the inaccuracies are:
(1) This course is not approved for “Social Diversity GE (level 1)”. Such a GE category does not
exist. (2) SEls can never be used for GE ELO assessment since not a single question pertains to
the fulfillment of the GE ELOs. An assessment plan for German 1000-level language courses is
provided as an example.

Should you have any questions about this feedback, do not hesitate to contact Carmen Taleghani-
Nikazm (faculty Chair of the A&H1 Panel on 3-29-18, cc’d here), or me.

Again, | will keep the courses in my queue until | hear back about the highlighted points above.

Best,
Bernadette


https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/ge-goals-and-learning-outcomes#Foreign%20Language
https://asccas.osu.edu/sites/asccas.osu.edu/files/ASC_CurrAssess_Operations_Manual.pdf
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